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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Reading Public Library to Display New William Penn Collection 

 
Reading, Pennsylvania – Tuesday, November 12, 2024 - Reading Public Library will 
be debuting their new collection of William Penn’s collective writings beginning this 
December. 
 
In partnership with the institution’s sister library in the U.K., Reading Central Library of 
the U.K., the Reading Public Library’s new display will feature “A Collection of the 
Works of William Penn”, originally published in 1726. The display will be available for 
public viewing beginning this December through the end of 2025. 
 
“We are thrilled to be partnering with our sister library in the U.K. to bring this vital piece 
of our collective history to life,” says Executive Director Melissa Adams. “We know 
displaying such historical documents provides a realistic glimpse into the past, and we 
are so grateful our friends in the U.K. have allowed us to borrow this treasured title.” 
 
The collection is a comprehensive compilation of the writings of William Penn (1644–
1718), the English Quaker and founder of the Pennsylvania Colony. It includes a variety 
of his works, such as essays, letters, and sermons, which offer insights into his religious 
beliefs, political ideas, and vision for a just and peaceful society. 
 
For more information about the incoming display, visit readingpubliclibrary.org/penn-
collection/. 
 
The Reading Public Library Foundation is a registered 501(c)(3) organization dedicated 
to empowering the City of Reading to explore, learn, and thrive through access to 
information. 
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