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Saturday, October 30
12 - 2 pm at Main Library

Halloween Bash
Wear Your Costumes - All Ages Welcome
Join the family celebration featuring Superhero
scores and Halloween classics played by the
Reading Philharmonic Orchestra. Activities include
a costume contest, photo opps with superheroes
from “Cosplayers Who Care” and giveaways.

Reading Public Library’s Executive Director, Bronwen
Gamble, will be retiring on December 17 after having led
the library for the past five years. She joined RPL in 1998
and worked in a variety of positions before becoming
its Executive Director. As the first female director in our
library’s history, her tenure has been marked with significant
growth and accomplishments. Under her leadership, interior
renovations were completed at all three branch libraries,
new air conditioning was installed at our Main library and
Northwest branch, and new HVAC systems were installed
at the Northeast and Southeast branches. During a trip to
Australia, Bronwen was inspired by hi-tech meeting rooms
at the Queensland University of Technology. These rooms
became the model for the Dr. Jerome I. Marcus Learning
and Meeting Commons completed at our main library
in February of 2020 and at our Southeast Branch this fall.
During Bronwen’s tenure, library programming and services
expanded far beyond the physical walls of the four branches,
often focusing on neighborhoods considered “book deserts”
and addressing our community’s literacy inequities. Mobile
Tech Vans now bring Internet access and technology training

throughout the city of Reading. Bronwen has spearheaded the
expansion of digital media resources, the establishment of an
e-media card, and a “fine free” program, now being piloted,
that eliminates barriers to library access for many members of
our community.
Working in conjunction with the library’s Board of Trustees,
Bronwen led Reading Public Library through the pandemic
with stunning success, including as one of the first libraries
in PA to open our doors to in-person service on July 6, 2020.
During her term as Executive Director, Ms. Gamble has
served in leadership positions with the Pennsylvania Library
Association including serving as the 2020 chair of the Public
Library Division and currently serves as a Representative at
Large. She speaks with pride of her strong relationship with
the City of Reading administration and City Council as this
strong partnership ultimately benefits city residents and
library patrons.
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THROUGH YOUR CORPORATE
DONATION TO RPL
For more information, visit our website:
readingpubliclibrary.org/eitc/ or contact
Linda Capozello, 610.478.8977
linda.capozello@reading.lib.pa.us

IMLS Award Presentation
Former IMLS Director Dr. Kathryn K. Matthew,
Bronwen Gamble, Community Representative Luis Rodriguez
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Evidence of Bronwen’s exceptional leadership is the National
Medal for Museum and Library Services presented to
Reading Public Library in June of 2018. We thank Bronwen
for the lasting impact that she has made on our community.
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
I always enjoy writing a short piece for Pages. Highlighting
staff, programs, events, or our collection helps me pause
from the daily business (or busy-ness) of my library office
work and appreciate what we do for our community.

From my first day as
a reference librarian,
to seven years as the
Northeast Branch
Manager, to Youth
Services Supervisor,
to Assistant Director
for Public Service, to
Executive Director, my
time at Reading Public
Library has stretched me,
exhausted me, and filled
me with pride that our anchor institution serves residents
in ever-changing circumstances.

I can’t tell you how many times someone says to me, “It
must be so nice to work in the quiet library and read all
day….” Because this is my last Pages article before I retire
on December 17th, let me assure you, I do not read all
day! For the last five years, my job has been running a $3+
million dollar “business,” with 4 locations, and 45 staff. My
days are filled with facilities issues, HR decisions, budgets,
fundraising, statistics, and the paperwork required as a
Government Funded Education Institution. My role is the big
picture and the bottom line. And I have enjoyed almost every
minute! I work with an amazing team of dedicated library
Thank you for 23 years of support, lessons learned, tears,
staff, our committed Board of Trustees, volunteers, City
and laughter. I may be retiring, but you will see me as a
Administration, Berks County employees, fellow librarians
throughout Pennsylvania, and generous community partners. patron for years to come.

Mac, Chromebook, and
Windows-based devices.
A sound masking system
creates a private space
suitable for work, school,
and social service use.

Dr. Jerome I. Marcus
Meeting Commons To Open
At Southeast Branch
A private meeting room to accommodate up to eight people
will open in mid-October at RPL’s Southeast Branch. The
Dr. Jerome I. Marcus Meeting Commons was a gift from Dr.
Marcus and endorsed by the City of Reading. According
to Linda Klein Capozello, Director of Advancement and
Communications, “This exciting new room is an extension
of the Learning and Meeting Commons project and is
in part possible because of the exceptional support of
contractors and subcontractors at every step along the way.
Dr. Marcus provided the vision and financial support, and
members of the design and construction team followed with
donated and reduced-fee services.”
The room is outfitted with commercial grade technology,
including ultra high definition TV and BYOD (Bring Your
Own Device) smart connectivity, designed by Solutions
AVT. It includes easy WIFI connectivity for IOS, Android,

According to the
Branch Manager, Emily
McNulty,”This room will
provide our neighbors
with vital space equipped
to meet the needs of a
society more and more
connected through virtual
communication.”

Dr. Jerome I. Marcus
Meeting Room (in progress)

Special thanks are owed to
Mike Micozzi and Burkey Construction and Maureen Dolan
of Dolan Construction for their significant contributions to
this project and commitment to our library.
An Open House will be held on Wednesday, October 13
from 5 to 6:30 pm. We invite you to join our celebration,
view our exciting new space, and help spread the word.

Summer@RPL - Challenges Met through Innovation and Perseverance
Jennifer Bressler, Assistant Director for Public Service, describes the unique 2021 summer@RPL as follows: “This summer, we found ourselves hoping
to bring more people back into the library, while planning for a continuation of the limitations of the pandemic. We were able to take advantage of all
the virtual programming skills and resources that we learned in 2020 as we attempted to reestablish our connection with the community both in our
buildings and out in the city.”

RPL Going “Fine Free”
A “Fine Free” pilot program began in late spring that
eliminates fines on books, movies, music, and magazines.
Under this initiative, fines are not charged for overdue
items from Day 1 to Day 29 after the due date. Fines are
still charged on museum passes, lost or damaged items,
and items borrowed from non-participating libraries.
According to Executive Director Bronwen Gamble, “This
program is designed to remove barriers to library access.
People with current fines can speak with a librarian about
fine forgiveness. We are interested in opening our doors
as widely as possible to all of our neighbors.” A grant
from The Wyomissing Foundation is assisting with fine
forgiveness for patrons of all ages.
			

Highlights Include:
• Rescued animal friends from the Red Creek Wildlife Center Program met patrons at our Southeast Branch

Sincere Thanks
to the Following Sponsors!

• Our Northwest Branch incorporated autism acceptance activities into the summer reading program
• The Handful of History program at the Northeast Branch focused on the history of the Titanic.
It was a patron favorite, enjoyed by young and old.

Friends of Berks County Public Libraries

• Family Nights at Main featured hybrid events with virtual and concrete components. Patrons picked up Lit
Kits that supported YouTube videos filmed by youth services staff.

St. John’s Lutheran Church

• A virtual Summer Author Series featured award-winning authors Kevin McClosky, Nadine Poper
and Jewell Parker Rhodes with entertaining and illuminating conversations.

The Home of Orphans of Odd Fellows
Pennsylvania

• Our Teen Loft Manager attended Wacky Water Wednesdays at the Weiser Street and Keffer Park locations,
handing out program information, water bottles and free books.

United Way of Berks County
The Wyomissing Foundation

•••••

Wacky Water Wednesdays
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