NORTHEAST BRANCH LIBRARY MAKEOVER A COMMUNITY EFFORT

100 S. Fifth Street
Reading PA 19602

During five days in early August, RPL’s Northeast Branch at 1348 N.
11th Street received a total interior transformation. New carpeting,
fresh paint and an accent wall were highlights of the makeover. Mobile
book shelves, meeting room furniture, audiovisual equipment, and
additional computers completed the much needed updates. Patrons
greeted the new surroundings with comments like, “awesome,” “I’m
blown away,” “phenomenal,” and “woah.” One young customer
suggested that it looks like one of those cool college libraries and
another remarked, “It’s so welcoming.”

readingpubliclibrary.org

Once again, the project was spearheaded by Lowe’s Home Improvement Heroes project. Other local
contractors, including Dolan Construction, Steven Stauffer Painting, and Skyline Property Services, contributed
vital manpower and expertise. Individuals stepped up to ensure that the project was completed in only five
days with sixty five volunteers performing jobs from scraping floors to climbing scaffolding to paint.

Reading Public
Library

The community effort was demonstrated through financial support as well, with over $39,000 raised from local
foundations and individuals to support this neighborhood treasure. A Pennsylvania Keystone Grant and the
City of Reading funded the replacement of the 43 year-old HVAC system.
When branch manager Betty O’Neil was asked to describe what the branch means to the neighborhood, she
shared these thoughts: “Sometimes it is a quiet space. Sometimes it is a noisy space. It is a safe gathering
space and a place that focuses on information and lifelong learning. It is a center for the arts and a place for
hands-on science activities. It is a place of amusement, wonder, connection, and hope for the future.”

MOBILE TECHNOLOGY
VANS ARE CLOSING DIVIDES
Have you spotted our new mobile tech vans? They are out
and about and bringing services, programs, and connectivity
to people throughout our city. The vans were purchased with
grants from the State of PA and a private foundation. Their
exterior design was created through Kutztown University’s Design-aThon student project. One of the vans is
used for senior outreach taking books, movies, and programs to our city’s twelve senior living centers. The
other van and its crew are traveling throughout Reading, bringing RPL to areas considered “book desserts” that
are out of walking distance to any of RPL’s four branches. With WiFi hot spots and trained library staff, these
vans are helping to close our city’s literary and digital divides. If you spot one on the move, give us a honk, a
wave, or a high five. If we’re parked, stop by and see what’s happening.

The Devil in me

Join Rochelle Christopher for a discussion of society's
ghoulish celebrities, from America's first serial killer to
infamous murderers too close for comfort.

Saturday, October 20, 11-12 pm
RPL Foundation building
113 S. Fourth St.
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HOOPLA DIGITAL
FREE WITH YOUR LIBRARY CARD

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
I enjoy taking a vacation and traveling in September. This year I did a hiking
trip in Scotland and recharged my batteries with exercise, fresh air, and new
experiences. As you can see from all the news in this edition of Pages, our busy
library staff spent the summer providing stimulating programs and activities for
folks of all ages. And, after a breather, they have more on tap.
Many of us think of summer programming as tracking endless books and pages.
Summer@RPL includes performers, STEM, gardening, and fun. One of our new
Mobile Tech vans made 48 site visits all over Reading with hands-on science
and technology programs. 1400 children made volcanoes, learned to code, and
mastered engineering challenges. Teens enjoyed professional writing workshops.
Ten adults won $100 gift cards for participating in our reading challenge.

JOIN US ON
MARCH 8, 2019
AT DOUBLETREE
BY HILTON

And summer of 2018 saw exciting transformations at our Northeast and Northwest branches. Thanks to
volunteers and generous donors, our public buildings will be fresh and inviting for years to come. We hope you
do come to all the events on our Fall calendar. This season is the perfect time to visit your local library!
Regards,
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The 2018 Summer@RPL season was packed full of exciting events, explosive performances, and fun for the
whole family. Programs promoting healthy living encouraged participants of all ages to enjoy Zumba or yoga
during Family Nights at the Main Library. In the Teen Loft, teens tackled coding and STEM experiments and
took part in writing workshops led by professional writers. The Southeast Branch hosted a Canvas Art workshop
with popular artist Jean Esther, and the Northeast Branch offered a series of Job Readiness workshops for teens.
Special performances were held with the Franklin Institute, Science Tellers, Lehigh Valley Zoo, I See Magic with
Doug Billingsley, and the Yocum Institute for the Arts. The Northwest Branch underwent renovations, but that
didn’t stop children and teens from participating in the Summer Quest reading/activity game.
SummerSTEAM@RPL took the fun on the road for the first time this year, delivering science and technology
activities to remote locations within the City of Reading. Partners included the United Way Books for Bikes
program, Reading School District, Reading Recreation Commission summer camps, Olivet Boys and Girls Clubs,
Opportunity House, YMCA, ROCC Migrant Education, and 21st Century Community Learning Centers.
The fourth annual Comic Con was once again a smashing success. Professional artists in Artists’ Alley played
Pictionary with audience members, while face were painted and caricature portraits were drawn. A host of
cosplayers, participants in elaborate costumes and accessories representing their favorite fictional characters,
competed for best costumes. A game truck was parked in the parking lot of the Northeast Branch; and the
Southeast Branch hosted a cosplay workshop, where participants learned more about creating their own
costumes. We extend our deepest gratitude to every one of our most generous sponsors. Summer@RPL would
not be possible without their support.

SUMMER@RPL – LETTERS FROM YOUNG PATRONS

St. John’s Lutheran Church
UGI – Reading is Fundamental
Reading City Church
Young Adult Library Services Association
United Way of Berks County
FirstEnergy Foundation
The Home for Orphans of Odd Fellows of PA
TWO

2018 SUMMER@RPL

Dear librarians, Thank you for having the summer reading quest. I love the free books, I also enjoyed
my computer time. I hope to come back. Love, Giovanni
Thank you for signing up for this job and helping people learn to read books and having fun with others.
Every day you put a smile on my face. From Lauren
Thank you so much for all the books and so much. I love the book Finding Dory. Sorry about my spelling
but I do love books. By Edith
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